CONSCIENCE Sect. 1
    (1) 1Tim.4:1-3 "The Spirit expressly says that in the later times some will depart from the faith by giving heed to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons through the pretensions of liars whose consciences are seared, who forbid marriage and enjoin abstinence from foods which God created to be received thankfully by those who believe and know the truth."  
    In today's world, one of the greatest social problems, if not the greatest, is that there are so many views, including in the churches, of what's morally acceptable.

    The absence, in the lives of many of a final authority, leaves the door wide open for people to do what's right in their own eyes.

    This brings us away back to a time when God's law was not fully in effect in natural Israel, a time when there was no king in Israel, no final authority. 

(2) Judges 17:6 “In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes.” 

(3) Deut.l2:8 “You shall not do according to all that you are doing here this day, every man doing according to what is right in his own eyes.”  

    This has a parallel in our time, for when we come back to the present, to spiritual Israel, which is those of us who have truly believed God’s Word to us, an fully submitted to him. We see in;
(4) Phil.3:3 “We are the true circumcision, who worship God in spirit, and glory in Christ Jesus, and put no confidence in the flesh.” 
    Again we see in;
(5) Gal.6:15-16 “Neither circumcision nor un-circumcision counts for anything, but a new creation. Peace and mercy be upon all who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God.” 

    We are the true Israel, citizens of the heavenly Jerusalem;
(6) Gal4:26 “The Jerusalem from above is free, and she is our mother.” 
    And again in;
(7) Phil.3:20-21 “But our commonwealth is in heaven, and from it we await a saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will change our lowly bodies to be like his glorious body, by the power which enables him to subject all things to himself.” 

    Now we, the citizens of that heavenly Jerusalem, do have a king, a final authority, and he is no other than the Jesus Christ, the Word of God. 
    But if that Word is not Lord of all, and the final, absolute authority in our lives, then how are we different to the natural Israel of Deuteronomy and Judges?

    But now back to our conscience; I once thought that it was the same for everyone, having grown up in a small country town where virtually everyone known to me had the same beliefs of right and wrong.

    Being born into a Roman Catholic family, and having been brought up in that religion’s principles, my conscience told me that if I ate meat on a Friday, it was a mortal sin. It also told me that if I died without having confessed that sin to a priest, or without a ‘perfect act of contrition’, I'd go straight to hell. The same was true of failing to go to mass on a Sunday, and many other things.

    Some of these rules have, of course, now been changed, and a present day Catholic doesn't have to worry about going to hell for them.

    But I'm not interested in getting into the strangeness of these teachings here, or the even stranger conclusions one could come to of going to hell for having been born at the wrong time, or in the wrong place.

    The point I do want to make is this, our conscience’s view of right or wrong is very largely dependant on our upbringing. An example of that can be clearly seen in the behaviour of the young Hawaiian women, at the time of Capt. Cook's first visit to that country. They saw nothing wrong in greeting those sailors by having sex with them, because, in their society, as in today's world, they saw nothing wrong in the practice.

    The great difference between their society and ours is that they had never known God's decree on what the Bible calls fornication, whereas western society has known this for many centuries. Today the society we live in has turned its back on that knowledge.

    The results are clearly seen in what happened to those women. The white men, from a 'Christian' society, knew that what they were doing was against God's principles; at least they should have known. But, because of their sexual practices, just like those of today, the men were infected with, and passed on venereal disease to the women, a disease which they had not known before; whereas their Hawaiian men, who knew nothing of God's principles on this issue, had no such infection, despite their apparent sexual promiscuity.

    Today, sadly, following the world’s example, many of the 'Christian’ churches are not shy about corrupting the Word of God by adding to it, taking from it when it suits, or by simply ignoring it in favour of our own pet beliefs and doctrines. We read in;
(8) Deut.4:2 “You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor shall you take from it; that you may keep the command of the Lord your God which I command you.” 
    And again in;
(9) Rev.22:18-19 “I warn every one who hears the words of the prophesy of this book; if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, and if anyone takes from the words of the book of this prophesy, God will take away his share in the tree of life, and in the holy city, which are described in this book.” 

    And so, by adding to, or taking from the scriptures, these churches can create a guilty conscience among their members about many things; things such as the wearing of certain clothes, tithing, abstinence from meats and different drinks, regular church attendance, church membership, and many others. 
    Whereas in the Word there are very few requirements laid down for Gentile believers 

(10) Acts 15:28-29 “It seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay no greater burden on you than these necessary things; that you abstain from what has been offered to idols, and from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from unchastity. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well.” 

    Very few requirements, other than the two great ones of; 

(11) Matt. 22:37-40 “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first, and the great command. And there is a second like it. You shall love your neighbour as yourself. On these two commandments all the prophets and the law depend.” 

    And we won’t even mention here the open acceptance, in some areas, of actions which are an abomination to God. 

(12) Lev.20:13 “If a man lies with a male, as with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination; they shall be put to death; their blood is upon them.” 

(13) Rom.l:24-27 “God gave them up to the lusts of their hearts, to impurity, to the dishonouring of their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the creator, who is blessed for ever. For this reason, God gave them up to dishonourable passions, their women exchanging natural relations for unnatural, and their men likewise gave up natural relations with women, and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameful acts with men, and receiving in their own persons the due penalty for their error.” 

    On account of all these things I’ve long ago come to realise that, while in the natural we may have been born with the ability to have a conscience, and while there may be in us some basic things to start with, never the less, our conscience is much more than just something we've been born with.  Instead, it's something which has been developed in us, often by outside forces or influences, but also by our own pet beliefs, doctrines, prejudices, and efforts at deluding ourselves.

    A very great danger, as we go on in our spiritual lives, is that, if we allow ourselves to drift into the habit of not consulting the Lord about everything we take on board as truth; we can end up in the same position as natural Israel did because of the failure to consult the Lords Word, as we read in;
(14) Joshua 9:3&14 “When the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai, they acted with cunning  -- (V14) So the men of Israel partook of their provisions and did not ask direction from the Lord.”
    If we fail to consult the Lord, we can so easily forget that everything we hold to be God's truth must be governed by God's kind of love for others, keeping eternity in mind always. Remember Matt.22:37-40. (No.11) Otherwise we may become guilty of rejecting our new godly conscience.
    We then fail to be inspired by the scriptures, and end up not obeying the exhortation of; 

(15) 1Tim.l:18-19 “Wage the good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience --, and so we revert back to on our old naturally corrupt conscience.”
    There was a song around many years ago which had a line saying, "Let your conscience be your guide", and in light of God’s Word, this sounds to me to be a lot like today’s very popular version, “If it feel good, it must be good.” This kind of thinking is downright dangerous when it comes to what's right or wrong before God. 

    After all, we read in; 

(16) Is.55:8-9 “My thoughts are not your thoughts; neither are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so are my thoughts and ways above your thoughts and ways.” 

    In the Word there are references to a number of different types of consciences. The first one we'll look at is in;

(17) Titus 1:15 "To the pure, all things are pure, but to the corrupt and unbelieving, nothing is pure. Their very minds and consciences are corrupt."
    We must surely know that because we've been born with a corrupt nature, it is very easy to do the wrong thing, and very difficult to do what's right. We also know it is this fact which makes it essential that we die with Jesus Christ, by faith. Then, and only then, we can, and must, be reborn with a completely new nature. 
(18) Jh.3:3&5 Jesus said, "Unless one is born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God.” And, “Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God." 
    Because then, and only then can we obey;

(19) Eph.4:24 “Put on the new nature, created in the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”

    It then follows that as our old nature is corrupt, as we read in; 

(20) Eph.4:22 “Put off the old nature which belongs to your former manner of life, and is corrupt through deceitful lusts.”

    So too our old natural conscience must also be corrupt, since we, of ourselves, do not, and cannot, know God, or what’s right in his eyes. Remember Is.55:8-9?
    Jesus said in, 

(21) Matt. 11:25-27 “Thank you Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding, and revealed them to babies. Yes Father, for this is your gracious will. All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
    So we cannot, of ourselves, know him, or his ways and thoughts. 

    Now there's a very great difference between the ignorance of God with which we were all born, and the ignorance of his Word which is still in many of us, despite the  free availability of that Word, and truth of;

(23) Acts 17:26-27 “God made from one every nation of men to dwell on the face of all the earth, having determined allotted periods, and the boundaries of their habitation; that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel after him and find him.” 
    And;
(24) Rom.1:19-20 “What can be known about God is plain to man, because God has shown it to them. Ever since the creation of the world, his invisible nature, his eternal power and deity, have been clearly seen in the things he has created, so man is without excuse.” 

CHRISTIAN LIVING; CONSCIENCE Sect 2

    Last time we started looking at some of the different types of conscience, and we began by looking at the pure type, as opposed to a corrupt, unbelieving one. We finished with the though of the very great difference between the ignorance of God’s Word, with which we were all born, and that ignorance of him, which is still in many of us, and is primarily due to our neglectfulness in reading the scriptures, as well as our failure to really open our eyes as we look around us, so as to see his Word in his creation. 

(1) Ps.19:1-4 “The heavens are telling the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. Day after day they pour forth speech, and night after night they declare knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.”

    The ignorance of him, which is still in many of us, is, as we’ve already said, primarily due to our neglectfulness in reading the scriptures, despite the free availability of the Word, in every form, and the confronting truth of;

(2) Rom.1:19-20 “What can be known about God is plain to man, because God has shown it to them. Ever since the creation of the world, his invisible nature; his eternal power and deity; have been clearly seen in the things he has created, so man is without excuse.”

    This brings us back to the corrupt mind and conscience of; 

(3) Titus 1:15 “To the pure all things are pure, but to the corrupt and unbelieving nothing is pure; their very minds and consciences are corrupt.” 

We see the contrast in God’s attitude toward a corrupt conscience which is due to the ignorance of just not knowing; the ignorance with which we were born; and his attitude towards a corrupt conscience which is due to culpable ignorance through unbelief and neglect of the Word, which is so freely available to us. 

(4) Acts 17:30-31 “The times of ignorance God has overlooked, but now he commands all men everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day in which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all men by raising him from the dead.”

    This brings us to;

(5) 1Tim.4:1-2 “Now the Spirit expressly says that in the last days some will depart from the faith by giving heed to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, through the pretensions of liars whose consciences are seared.” 

    While this scripture talks primarily about some departing from the faith, it must surely also apply in a special way to those in the western, ‘christian’ world who, despite all the evidence around us of God's eternal power and deity; as we’ve already seen in Rom.1:19-20; they use the very thing which God has put in them; the need to seek him; remember Acts 17:26-27; making this an excuse for chasing after all kinds of things to meet that need, and in the process, making people, things, doctrines and self-interests, their gods; their idols. Because whatever fills our minds, and hearts, make no mistake about it, that is our God!

(6) Rom.1:21-23 “Although they knew God, they did not honor him as God, or give thanks to him. But they became futile in their thinking, and their senseless minds are darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man or birds, or animals or reptiles.”

    In the process of rejecting the truth about God, and going after the gods of this world, people are blinded to the only real truth. 

(7) 2Cor.4:3-4 “Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. In their case, the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the likeness of God.” 

    But Jesus prayed for us to his Father, saying in;
(8) Jh.l7:17 “Sanctify them in the truth; your Word is truth.” 

    And he tells us in, 

(9) Jh.14:6 “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but by me.” 

    Now, coming back to the seared consciences of 1Tim.4:1-2; we can see that, just as an open wound which has been seared by a hot iron is fully protected so that nothing unclean can get into it; in the same way those with a seared conscience are sealed, completely closed, and the truth cannot penetrate!

    This should be all very obvious in today's world, and even more so in man's churches. Think of all the things which were seen as evil and wrong not that many years ago. And now, those who in any way oppose these changes in morality are regarded as being out of touch with the reality of our times, and this ‘new morality,’ as it’s called. 

    The next category of conscience we'll look at in the Word is the all too common weak type. So we who have experienced the “glorious liberty of the children of God,” must do as we’re exhorted to in;

(10) 1Cor.8:9 “Take care, lest you liberty somehow becomes a stumbling block to the weak.” 

    And remember to obey;

(11) 1Cor.10:31-32 “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever else you do, do all for the glory of God, giving no offence to Jew or to Greek or to the church of God.”
    Never forgetting;

(12) 1Cor.10:23-25 “All things are lawful, but not all things are helpful. All things are lawful, but not all things build up. Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbour. Eat whatever is sold in the market without raising any question on the grounds of conscience.”
    The weak in conscience includes those who are so easily led by people in positions of authority and leadership; those leaders whose own consciences are seared by their rejection of the simple truth of God's Word;

    But it’s vital to bear in mind that these weak ones are the object of God's love, and the love of those true disciples of Jesus who have a real heart for the flock. 

(13) Ecc.3:15 “That which is has already been, and that which is to be has already been, but God seeks what has been driven away.”

    And when Jesus was sending out the disciples he said;

(14) Matt.10:6 “Go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
    These weak, lost ones are the children talked about in;

(15) Eph.4:14, “That we may no longer be children, tossed to and from by every wind of doctrine, by the cunning of men, by their craftiness in deceitful wiles.” 

    And these children desperately need the attention of the Spirit filled, Spirit gifted disciples of;

(16) Eph.4:11-13. “Christ’s gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of service, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” 

    We should all long for, and truly seek after those tools of spiritual power for building the body of Christ, the true heavenly Jerusalem. Remember;

(17) Acts 1:8) “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you shall be my witness in Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

    But we must never go in our own strength; 

(18) Luk.24:45-49 “Jesus opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “It is written that the Christ should suffer and die, and on the third day rise from the dead. And that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in his name to all nations, beginning in Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And I send the promise of the Father upon you; but stay in the city till you are clothed with power from above.”

    The next category seems to have two possible titles, pure and clear, depending on which version of the Bible one’s reading. 
    Talking about those who are to be appointed elders and deacons, we read in;

(19) 1Tim.3:9 “They must hold the mystery of faith with a clear (or pure) conscience.”
    This clear conscience can only come from being taught by God himself, so that our thinking lines up with his Word, always remembering the new covenant which we’re now under, and never forgetting, even for a moment, the absolute truth of;

(20) 1Jh.1:7-9 “If we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have not sinned, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sin, he is faithful and just, and will forgive our sin, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

    Remember also;

(21) Col.l:27 “God chose to make known to the saints just how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 

    And as we've already seen, a pure conscience is contrasted with a corrupt one in; 

(22) Tit.1:15 “To the pure all things are pure, but to the corrupt and unbelieving nothing is pure; their very minds and consciences are corrupt.” 

    And so, our old natural thoughts and ways are most definitely not God's thoughts and ways, as we’re told in;

(23) Is.55:8-9 “My thoughts are not your thoughts; neither are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so are my thoughts and ways above your thoughts and ways.”

    We can surely see that God is saying that the distinction between these two ways of thinking is, in fact, infinite, and so it follows that for our conscience to be clear before God, it must be purified and re-programmed to his way of thinking, his values; just as we ourselves must be reborn and re-programmed, before we can enter God's kingdom; before his kingdom can dwell in us. After all, Jesus did say in;

(24) Luk.17:20-21 “The kingdom of God is within you,” or, “in the midst of you!”
    That Word in Is.55:8-9 “Your thoughts are not my thoughts,” brings us to the pro-active part of our life long war with our old nature, the flesh;

(25) Gal.5:17 “The desires of the flesh are against the spirit, and the desires of the spirit are against the flesh. These two are opposed to each other to prevent us from doing want we want.” 

    And we’re commanded, not requested, to obey;

(26) Eph.4:22-24 “Put off the old nature which belongs to our former manner of life, and is corrupt through deceitful lust. Be renewed in the spirit of your minds. Put on the new nature, created in the likeness of God, in true righteousness and holiness.”

    In this battle, the flesh is ably supported by the devil, using all his forces, in an effort to enslave us again. We’re warned about the possibility of, and the disastrous consequences of this re-enslavement in; 

(27) Heb.6:4-6 “It is impossible to restore again to repentance those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the Word of God, and the powers of the age to come, if they commit apostasy, since they crucify the Son of God on their own account, and hold him up to contempt.”

    But we’re reassured that this is an effort which will not succeed, IF we walk faithfully in, and by, the Spirit. 

    Because;

(28) 1Jh.4:4 “He who is in us is mightier than he who is in the world.”

    And remember ;

(29) Rom.6:10-14 “The death he died, he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin, and alive to God in Christ Jesus. So, do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies to make you obey their passions. Do not yield your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but yield yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life and your members to God as instruments of righteousness; for sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law, but under grace.”

    Finally, take to heart;

(30) Rom.8:5-8 “Those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh. Those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death. To set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. The mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, indeed it cannot. And those who are in the flesh cannot please God.”

CHRISTIAN LIVING: CONSCIENCE Sect. 3

    The next category of conscience seems to have two possible titles, pure and clear, depending on which version of the Bible one’s reading. Talking about those who are to be appointed elders and deacons, we read in;

(1) 1Tim.3:9 “They must hold the mystery of faith with a clear (or pure) conscience.”

    This clear conscience can only come from being taught by God himself, so that our thinking lines up with his Word, 

(2) Rom.12:1-2 “Present your bodies as living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, for this is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but be transformed by the renewal of your minds that you may know (prove) what is the will of God, what is good and perfect and acceptable (to him).”

    Always remembering the new covenant which we’re now under;

(3) Heb.8:10 “This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days says the Lord, “I will put my laws in their minds, and write the in their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” 

    And never forgetting, even for a moment, the absolute truth of;

(4) 1Jh.1:7-9 “If we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have not sinned, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sin, he is faithful and just, and will forgive our sin, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

    Remember also;

(5) Col.l:27 “God chose to make known to the saints just how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 

    And as we've already seen, a pure conscience is contrasted with a corrupt one in; 

(6) Tit.1:15 “To the pure all things are pure, but to the corrupt and unbelieving nothing is pure; their very minds and consciences are corrupt.” 

    And so, our old natural thoughts and ways are most definitely not God's thoughts and ways, as we’re told in;

(7) Is.55:8-9 “My thoughts are not your thoughts; neither are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so are my thoughts and ways above your thoughts and ways.”

    We can surely see that God is saying that the distinction between these two ways of thinking is, in fact, infinite, and so it follows that for our conscience to be clear before God, it must be purified and re-programmed to his way of thinking, his values, just as we ourselves must be reborn and reprogrammed, before we can enter God's kingdom; before his kingdom can dwell in us. After all, Jesus did say in;

(8) (Luk.17:20-21) “The kingdom of God is within you.” Or in the midst of you!”
    That Word in Is.55:8-9 “Your thoughts are not my thoughts,” brings us to the pro-active part of our life long war with our old nature, the flesh;
(9) Gal.5:17 “The desires of the flesh are against the spirit, and the desires of the spirit are against the flesh. These two are opposed to each other to prevent us from doing want we want.” 

    And we’re commanded, not requested, in;

(10) Eph.4:22-24 “Put off the old nature which belongs to our former manner of life, and is corrupt through deceitful lust. Be renewed in the spirit of your minds. Put on the new nature, created in the likeness of God, in true righteousness and holiness.”

    In this battle, the flesh is ably supported by the devil, using all his forces, in an effort to enslave us again. We’re warned about the possibility of, and the disastrous consequences of this re-enslavement in; 

(11) Heb.6:4-6 “It is impossible to restore again to repentance those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the Word of God, and the powers of the age to come, if they commit apostasy, since they crucify the Son of God on their own account, and hold him up to contempt.”

    But we’re reassured that this is an effort which will not succeed, IF we walk faithfully in, and by, the Spirit. 

    Because;

(12) 1Jh.4:4 “He who is in us is mightier than he who is in the world.”
    And remember;

(13) Rom.6:10-14 “The death he died, he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin, and alive to God in Christ Jesus. So, do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies to make you obey their passions. Do not yield your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but yield yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life and your members to God as instruments of righteousness; for sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law, but under grace.”

    Finally, take to heart;

(14) Rom.8:5-8) “Those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh. Those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death. To set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. The mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, indeed it cannot. And those who are in the flesh cannot please God.”

CHRISTIAN LIVING; Conscience Sect. 4

    In section two we finished by looking at our proactive part in the developing of our conscience. Now we’ll look at two ways through which this pro-active part is accomplished in us. 

    First a process of purging; 

(1) Heb.9:14 “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who, through the eternal Spirit, offered himself without blemish to God, purify, or purge (KJ) our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.”

    Then one of cleansing;

(2) 1Jh.1:7 “If we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin.”

    Remember;

(3) Heb.l0:2 “If the worshipers were once cleansed, they would no longer have any consciousness of sin.”

    Again we see in;

(4) Eph.5:25-26 “Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church, and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the Word.”

    To purge, is to purify from the inside, so as to get rid of the very deep-seated ideas and values of right and wrong which were in our consciences from day one, being part of the fallen nature we inherited through our natural parents. 
    Man's science tells us we can't really help ourselves in these areas, as they’re in our genes, part of our subconscious. But God says that while this is true, in so far as it goes, yet he has solved this problem for us. First of all, by breaking the power of those genes in our lives, through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ as we read in; 

(5) Ps.49:7-9 “Truly, no one can ransom himself, or give to God the price of his life, for the ransom of his life is very costly, and he can never have enough, that he should continue to live forever, and never see the Pit.”

    And remember;

(6) Heb.9:14 “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who, through the eternal Spirit, offered himself without blemish to God, purify, or purge, our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.”

    Because, as we read in;

(7) 1Pet.1:18-19 “You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your fathers, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, as that of a Lamb without blemish or spot.”

    Secondly, God has broken the power of those genes to maintain any control over us, by putting a completely new nature - a whole new set of spiritual genes - in us, which are made in his own likeness, in true righteousness and holiness. And because we’ve been ransomed, we can now, day in, day out, wholeheartedly obey the three life-long, commitments required of us in;

(8) Eph.4:22-24 “Put off the old nature which belongs to your former manner of life, and is corrupt through deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your minds. And put on the new nature, created in the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”  

    But be warned!

(9) Matt.12:43-45 “When the unclean spirit has gone out of a man, he passes through waterless places seeking rest, but he finds none. Then he says, “I will return to my house from which I came.” And when he comes he finds it empty, swept, and put in order. Then he goes and brings with him seven other spirits more evil than himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the last state of the man becomes worse than the first.”

    So it is vital for us to have fulfilled in us the words of;

(10) Eph.5:18 “Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit.” (Continually)

    Because the old fleshly nature is still very active in the members of our physical bodies, as we see in;

(11) Rom.7:21-23 “I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. I delight in the law of God in my innermost self, but I see in my members another law which is at war with the law in my mind, and working to make me captive to the law of sin which dwells in my members.” 

    So we must daily fight the war between the two natures of; 

(12) Gal.5:17 “The flesh wars against the spirit, and the spirit wars against the flesh. These two are opposed to each other, to prevent us from doing what we want.”

    Those two natures are, first; our new one, which is that eternal part of us, re-created in God's image. Of course that is only in all who have truly experienced the mystery of our faith; 

(13) Col.l:27 “God chose to make known to the saints just how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in us, the hope of glory.”

    And second, the old, devil like, fleshly nature we were originally born with. 

(14) Ps.51:5 “I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.”
    This brings us to the stark reality of the all-out, often hand to hand combat, which we’re involved in with the very powerful allies of our old nature; provided of course we’re actually going about our Father’s business, as Jesus did, even as a boy. Remember:

(15) Luk.2:49 “Jesus said to Mary and Joseph, “How is it that you sought me? Do you not know that I must be about my Father’s business?” (KJ)

    So we, like him must be as we’re told in;

(16) Eph.6:10 “Be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his might. 

    Then, and then only can we obey;

(17) Eph.6:11-13 “Put on the whole armour of God that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil; for we are not contending against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore, take the whole armour of God that you may be able to stand against (or in) the evil day, and having done all, continue to stand.”
    Remember;

(18) Is.13:9 “The Day of the Lord comes with wrath, and fierce anger, to make the earth desolation, and to destroy its sinners from it.”

(19) Amos 5:18-20 “Woe to you who desire the Day of the Lord! Why would you have the Day of the Lord? It is darkness, and nor light; as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him; or went into the house, and leaned with his hand against the wall, and a serpent bit him. Is not the Day of the Lord darkness, and not light, and gloom with no brightness?”

    So we must do as we’re told in;

(20) Eph.6:14-18 “Therefore stand, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the equipment of the gospel of peace. Besides all these, take the shield of faith with which you can quench all the flaming darts of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. Pray at all times in the Spirit with all prayer and supplication. Keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints!”

CHRISTIAN LIVING; Conscience Sect. 5

    And now we come to cleansing! No matter how completely we're purged from within we still have to live in this corrupt, anti-God world, for now. This present generation of the human race, especially in our western world, but sadly, ever increasingly so in the more so called, 'under​developed’ areas, is under a bombardment of epic proportions; a bombardment of immoral values on a scale never seen before.

    Every time we turn on the TV or radio; every time we listen to music, or go to a concert; every time we pick up a newspaper, magazine or book; every time we walk or drive down the street, not to mention using the internet, we’re confronted by this bombardment, in one form or another.

    God's thoughts, ways and values are denigrated. Man's sciences, ways, thoughts and values are held up as the real and only true answer to everything.

    Whether we like it or not, as long as we are in these bodies, some of those worldly, ungodly ideas and values will stick to us like dirt and dust. And if we don't get rid of them, they’ll penetrate our spiritual pores, and become part of us.

    This is why it is so important that we wash and bathe ourselves often in the waters of God's Word; for while it is the blood of Jesus Christ which does the deep purging, it is the Word of God which does the washing.

(1) Jh.15:3 Jesus said, “You are already made clean by the words which I have spoken to you.”
(2) Eph. 5:25-26 “Husbands, love your wives as Christ loved the church, and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the Word.”

    There’s another area of conscience mentioned in the Word, which also comes under two headings, convicting or convincing, accusing or excusing; accusing and convicting unbelievers; convincing and excusing all who wholeheartedly have put their entire hope for eternity in what God has done in Christ Jesus. We read in;

(3) Jh.16:8 “When the Spirit comes, he will convict (convince) the world concerning sin, righteousness and judgment.”

    And so, according to;

(4) Rom.2:13-16 “It is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law will be justified. When Gentiles who do not have the law, do by nature what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. They show that what the law requires is written on their hearts, (remember the New Covenant we’re under) while their consciences also bear witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse, or perhaps excuse them, on the day, when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.”

    But the only way we can be sure of the accuracy of these ‘conflicting thoughts,’ is if we truly allow ourselves to be led by the Spirit of God's Word in our hearts. Because, as we read in;

(5) Heb.4:12-13 “The Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. Before him no creature is hidden, but all are open and laid bare to the eyes of him with whom we have to deal.”

    And;

(6) Jh.16:13-14 “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak of his own authority, but what he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you things which are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

    Remember;

(7) 1Cor.10:23-25 “All things are lawful, but not all things are helpful. All things are lawful, but not all things build up. Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbour. Eat whatever is sold in the market without raising any question on the grounds of conscience.”

    Being still, being quiet in our hearts and minds before the Lord, not trying to figure out the answers for ourselves, but instead, listening intently for the "still small voice of God!" Remembering always the lesson of;

(8) 1K.19:11-12 “The angel said to Elijah, “Go forth and stand before the Lord.” And the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountain, and broke the rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. And after the wind, an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. And after the earthquake, a fire, but the lord was not in the fire, And after the fire, a still small voice.”

    He will not compete for our attention with the noises of this world, or with our own figuring’s and conclusions. We must wholeheartedly listen for his still small voice, because he will not wrangle or cry aloud in the street, for our attention. It is only is this type of listening that we will come to know what his good and perfect and acceptable will is, in everything. 

(9) Rom.12:1-2 “Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, for this is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may prove (that you may know) what is the will of God, what is good and perfect and acceptable.”

    Finally, we look at a good conscience. Our task in this life is to walk in, not just talk of, a love which issues from a pure heart and a good conscience. 

(10) 1Tim.1:5 “The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart, and a good conscience, and sincere faith.”
    And we must live, and practice a sincere faith in the absolute truth and accuracy of God's Word. Remember;

(11) 1Tim.1:19 “Hold faith, and a good conscience; for by rejecting conscience certain persons have made shipwreck of their faith.” 

    A pure heart; made so by being continually cleansed by the water and blood of the living Word. A good conscience; programmed by the Word only, and a sincere faith; anchored firmly on the Rock of God, his Word; the Lord Jesus Christ.

    Because we know that when we do what's right in God's sight, we'll often be abused for it. 

(12) 1Pet.2:19 “One is approved, if, mindful of God, he endures pain while suffering unjustly.” 

    And;

(13) 1Pet.4:3-4 “Let the time that is past suffice for doing what the Gentiles like to do, living in licentiousness, passions, drunkenness, revels, carousing, and lawless idolatry. They are surprised that you do not now join them in the same wild profligacy, and they abuse you.”

    But when these things happens, and happen they will, if we accept that trouble patiently, turning the other cheek, then we have God's approval. 

(14) 1Pet.2:20-21 “For what credit is it to you, if, when you do wrong, you are beaten for it, and you take it patiently? But if, when you do right, and suffer for it, and accept it patiently, you have God’s approval. For to this we have been called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example that we should follow in his steps.”

    Finally;

(15) 1Pet.4:19 “Let those who suffer according to God’s will do right, and entrust their souls to a faithful Creator.”
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